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In the rikirdfiif.'# ■ scries,: < of 
aiticles't bnTta : ‘on exclusive 
interviews' with-:, The Times, 
/{ya Dthirkvelov, a former KGB 
officer and Tass correspondent 
ivho defected to Britain last 
month, outlines what he sees 
ns the failure of Soviet strategy 
tn Africa. : 

J Soviet strategy in Africa has 
failedj largely due., tor Moscow’s 
inability to comprehend. African 
conditions .and the African cast 
of mind, says Mr Dzhtfkbelov, 
who was Tass correspondent in 
Zanzibar from 1967 to 1970, and 
then for two years-, in Sudan.-? % 
•In the 1960s and 1970s Sov- 
iet strategy, according to • Mr 
Dzhirkvelov, was to take advan- 
tage of anti-colonial senrimetit 
id Africa and gain political in- 
fluence over African countries 
by tying them to the' Soviet 
Union economically, f,; 

(Zanzibar was regarded as the, 
“‘gateway to Africa ” ; because 
of tlie openly pro-cfljnttiuriist- 
regime which, took power then 
after the . Zanzibar revolution 
of 1954. Under its President, 
Abaid Karume, Zanzibar was 
hbstile to the West, while re- 
ceiving vast amounts of, aid 
from the Soviet- Union, ..East 
Germany and China. * ! • ■• 

lit was partly to moderate 
this Marxist radicalism on his ' 
doorstep that President Nvcrere 
in neighbouring Tanganyika 
proposed , the united , state of 
Tanzania. -V ,But Zanzibar con- 
tinued to pursue pro-communist 
policies semi-independently.' 

1 President Karume- told Mr 
Dfzhirkyelov , when. he. arrived 
that : Zanzibar was to be an 
"Island of freedom ’V on; 'in 
apalogy with' Cuba in the Carib- 
bean. The number of Soviet 


'.'The' Russians v ad vised <Pt6si- ; ajcdnspired7to overthrow Wthe;iVyj;.' s p! ; " acK S I0r n \ e - 
dent; Kartime to i diversify the /.Government. ' ’ "• - • •/Union, in contrast to- the . high , 

Zanzibar economy, which de- >; The accused included (in.* “‘H’S 5 °f-fhe 1960s. The peaceful j 
pends oh the export of cloVcs."-' absentia) \ Oscar Kambona,') the - settlement - of . the Rhodesian i 
Since Zanzibar. is an island,, the former Foreign Minister; There J ssue .. was > he W a disaster 
Soviet adviser* 1 ; proposed the ' was speculation, . unconfirmed • ,. r i hloscow,- which r had coin- ■ 
construction of (:a ;funa process- ; at the time, f that : the '/Soviet Pjeteljr tailed to foresee the 
ing plant;.' ‘It- became ' known, y Union 'had supported ' some of/ e,c S tI . on Mr Robert Mugabe 
howeyer/f that ?.the •Jrshmg vcs- ;. the . alleged conspirators;': as . in ? 1e sVlxruster, and had onpe : 



P or 5*. complex i.Wcis in; any f case accused, says Mr i> 7 -hirkvelov^; ^^. s /regarded by Moscow- as a | 
pro'll ibitive^Existing* port facili-;*-; though/ not Mr Kambbria^-had; •Soviqt domain to the last; ! 

ties WPfP hpllltf iKPrl fn r Inorlilirr 1 v r’lnrJt tiAO ?* tuif 



ftiiristfi ’’ by the RuSsiaris in East the trial ended, indirect: proof', front .Soviet officials : in Cairo 
Africa n of Soviet involvement, to which , that the Sadat Government was 

j fin v 1969 he learnt from . the the Tanzanian authorities going , in, an -unmistakably pro- 

f . • . . . • J V , . .. A I _ t. f ■ .'.•'■• I f. * I Wnrtoftl <4<>*nr>r a /im V . r ■ : -ll .. . 


; rlnt.1969 he learnt from the 

Soviet : ambassador' in Mogadi- turned. a bhnd e^e. - f 

ishii: tha-r.,; the . Russians ^ were As f° r the Sudan, Mr.Dzmrk- 
■n .building a huge dairy complex yejov/ recalls an even greater 
■* ia Somalia because there were recalculation, when the Rus 

I .v.i £ ’j; , l j cion* ctinnnrfpn • nrtr? npnhanc 


; VVestern ; direction. •. • . 

L-The Soviet Union, says'-Misj 
Dzhirkvelov,- h&s, spent millions', 

- wv-..™..., 4 , , of :■ roubles iii Africa,- 1 with very 

v*cow$ feeding; near the proposed sians supported, r and perhaps little - : .> result; ^ Mr- Kwame 
- 'site?'. The .'dairy i was completed, even , - inspired, a communist Nknimah vih Ghana; President 
/at /fcorisiderable * cost, - but' by . coup against President Nimeri | Kenneth Kuanda in Zambia and 
!then there /Were, ho -to tvs' left to ! in July' 1971; ' Mr. Dzhirkvelov,, 
ibe milked, since Somali farmers : who was .in Khartum through-. 


Dr- Milton i-Obote -in - Uganda 
Were- all at various ; times the, 
object daof ■:! ' mispiacOd j< Soviet 
hopes, o n: >. if V, 


advisersjn Zanzi'b» 4 ^ s ® during, 
Mr’; Df.nirkvfetov’i ^utfiejl'ftmhtl 
urtder300 ivheh lid first arrived 


, , — . — — , — . , A _ ... ! Ghana was once tbd main KGB 

;• mistake ; in ; Africa, says Mr. andv the Sudanese “ Communist base : in ' Africa/; bilt no.' 1 rn0rd, : 
■Dzhirkvelov, '- is V serious. .-. The would be destroyed; whild' Zambia, “does not’ waht' 

'■Russians, he argiieS, have very ,■ US' made this plain, he claims, and /never -' did want ” Soviet 
Jittle. understanding oft 'African ; nnihv in .dispatches .hfort.' Tass,;, help/. As for. 'Uganda, Mosc0w : 
/agrarian and tribal societies, which - Were passed on ' to ,'the; evert made what Mf DzhirkvClov' 



Angola and Ethiopia 
' the use of . Cuban ' troons Mr 


to well ,pvec.,400 -by. the, time 
he ; left; ?. j >;!. 0 K HI V $ \ 6 J 

..Mr Dzhirlcvelov soon became 

kvva re, -'be told The Times, Itha.c ... _ . — r 

Soviet control over Zanzibar/was' 'that he was an educated man ,,cecd. .' j; -; 
n^tjipcre’asing jin proportion; to- !S " ” ■"'* h! ' K T ' . ~i. 

tne Vecondmic contribution... i 
This lWas „ partly ..because' Ihe. 

Zanzibar /’leaders, iapitalized. On 
the Sino/Soviet split by. playing, 
the Chinese'off against, the Rus-, 
sians. / Of ■ the two- models of 
communism , on, offer, says, -Mr 
Dzhirkvelov,; President Kariime 
preferred the Chinese, 051 .thd 
ground that Chinese technicians 
ana. .Workers , were -happy to live 
in hostels and, receive low. pajt, 

/The Rdssians began to,"lpse 
]tn,eir position”. Soviet". thnicju!- 

1 tii's;’. Mr- i Dzhirkvelov discloses, . , ... , 1. .. . ...... 

’ntHf do'rttpounded by errors/ in .backs the -- wr ong /' hbrSeV in senting what had happened; fori 
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